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On Saturday morning 27 January, we-about 20 IUJ students from 15countries-were luckily invited to the Shinnen kai

(beginning-of-year celebration) organized by Umex at Musoodo, about ten minutes from our

dormitory.

When we arrived there, a big table with full of dishes was set up. Umexmembers must have taken a long time prepar-
ing such massive amount of food. A lot of beer was also available. We also contributed our own dishes. It is pity that |

could not remember the name of all delicious foods there.

Eating various kinds of foods, we had a lot of talking with each other,asking about the old year and the winter-break,
introducing about each country’s traditional New Year festival...then we also had the special chance to be introduced
Japanese ceremony tea, a very great opportunity to see and feel one of Japan’s cultural traditions about which we only
heard or read from books before. After a while, we started to sing some songs. Feeling
so happy at that time, | also sang an old Vietnamese love song (I knew | was praised for
my braveness, but still happy though).Actually, we loved the singing-and-dancing game
made by the MC, Mrs.Suzuki, who gave us a lot of fun. And indeed, | nearly forgot the

cold winter here on that day.

We arrived at IUJ at 2 pm, | could see that all enjoyed the party. Deep in my heart, |
would like to take this opportunity to express my sincere thanks to Umex which not only

organized events for us but also helped us adapt to the new life here and also sup-

ported us a lot in our study.

By Nguyen Tung Lam (IRP 1st year student)
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