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Congratulations for UMEX Kawaraban No.100 !!

Thank you very much to UMEX for always making IU]J students’
life better due to many interesting events. UMEX creates more
cultural experiences for us who come from different countries.
Furthermore, we can truly learn Japanese cultures by UMEX's
members supporting. For this special occasion, I wish UMEX
will continue to engage between local people and IU]J students in
order to strengthen our area and make it more attractive. Even I

' » graduated from IUJ already but I still
¥ follow what happens in Uonuma.
i Then, the newsletters always remind
me how happy life I had when I lived
¥ in IUJ, Uonuma city.

Tidarat Sontimanothum, Ploy

Memories@UMEX (Nyaung Tai)

I spent some wonderful time together with
UMEX activities in Japan. As for me, wear-
ing Yukata and fire work of Muikamachi e
were a very good first experience memory in A
my life. I really appreciate and thank my sensei Kazuko
Takahashi San and Tokuji Sakurai San for arrangement of wear-
ing Yukata and serving delicious foods in during summer. And
also, we have learnt Japanese speaking from our sensei at UMEX
office, IUJ. Mostly, our UMEX sensei shared their growing fruits
and vegetables for us. How to express the bottom of their heart?
I couldn’t say the volume of their love.
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Memories@UMEX (Sokunthea Kitty)

I do miss the place where I spent two years
there. It is a blessed to remind about good
memories there after around 8 years passed.
Now, I have 2 children already. I still wish
one day I will go there again. I still remember many good friends
and my Japanese god mother. Lately, I have not communicated
with her through email but I still connect with her via facebook. I
can see many activities that IUJ posted on facebook too.

Only 8 years, but many things changed. Some people I know
passed away at least 5 people I know said goodbye forever. Yet,
the beauty of IUJ is still there. I hope that all people will keep the
good memories in Japan forever in their hearts. I still remember
how much fun we; how many good people we met at UMEX;
how much we learnt from UMEX and how UMEX changed our
lives. I still remember a lot of trips that UMEX took us too. I still
remember I got to know many kind and friendly local people; I
still remember how I planted rice in Japan and witnessed so
many other festivals and activities with local people.

I owe a lot of respect and gratitude to UMEX that made me
know my Japanese god mother - Mrs. Eiko Fukano; to know Mr.
Sakurai and many other good people. I would like to say thank
you very much and I will never forget all the beautiful memo-
ries. I will keep telling my children how wonderful time I had in
Japan. I really love Japan and one day I will go back to that beau-
tiful place again.

May I wish all of you good luck, good health, prosperity and
happiness and happy Anniversary to UMEX.
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Congratulations for the 100th edition -
of the UMEX Kawaraban (Melorina) b

I am happy that UMEX activities are still
being carried out all these years. I was one |
of the many IU]J students that had benefit-
ted from the activities organized by UMEX
members. The activities provided me the
opportunities to interact with the locals as
well as other IU]J students.

I have participated in numerous activities
organized by UMEX. My most memorable
UMEX activities were the visit to Nagano and Kanazawa in my first and
second year. As a student, my budget was limited. These visits which
were organized by UMEX allowed me to explore a lot more of Japan as it
was affordable. On top of that, UMEX members were always helpful in
explaining the wonderful history of the marvelous places that we visited
such as the Zenkoji and Kanazawa castle.

Sometimes winter can be a bit gloomy in Urasa . However with UMEX
activities, it helps to cheer up IUJ students. Iremember vividly my first
trip to Tokamachi Snow Festival. I went there with the UMEX members
as well as other IU]J students. It was a lot of fun and enjoyable. UMEX
also organized a ski trip to Gala Yuzawa during my first year in IU]J.
Although I was not good in skiing, I still enjoyed the outing very much.

I had many fond memories of the activities organized by UMEX. In fact
my first onsen experience was organized by UMEX members!!

The relationship with UMEX members did not stop when I graduated
from IU]J. When I visited again Urasa with my family members three
years after graduation, some of the UMEX members had kindly offered
to be the guide for my trip to Urasa. Due to their kindness, I was able to
show the best of Urasa to my family members. Thank you UMEX for
making my IUJ years a wonderful experience. I hope to see everyone
again soon.

Memories@UMEX (PH Chua)

“Home" - a feeling we, foreigners in Japan, usually find difficult to expe-
rience since we are away from our usual environment. But UMEX made
my stay in IU] memorable and made me feel I had a second home. I met
a lot of local people in Minami Uonuma, became friends with them,
taught them English, and even had dinner parties with them. One of the
moments I really enjoyed was trying on the kimono. UMEX members
were very helpful in letting us wear kimonos, assisting us in choosing
the best color and even styling our hair. It certainly felt like a family
member - a close relative, was helping me dress up for a big event.

I am very much grateful for having an extended family and home I can
go back to in Niigata. Thank you, UMEX.
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Memories@UMEX (Quan Le Dinh)

Firstly, please let me dearly call all UMEX members
under the name "UMEX family" as for most of us -
international students living far from home coun-
tries, you're really a second FAMILY in Japan.

As I'm writing to you, the nice memories spent in IUJ
and Japan has flashbacked in my mind. I believe that
not only me, but for all IUJ students and their families, we do appreciate
your kind support in organizing extra-curricular and cultural activities
especially for us.

As we all know, IU]J is located "in the middle of nowhere", so it’s a bit
difficult for international students like us to really get into deeper under-
standing about Japanese culture and people without UMEX's efforts in
organizing various activities frequently. For me, whenever I feel missing
Japan, I often open see the photos taken in the bus trips to different loca-
tions organized by UMEX family.

After graduation, we - IU]Jers have brought home not only knowledge,
but also unforgettable memories made in Yukiguni with UMEX family.
That made me always appreciated!

On the special occasion of the 100th publication, may I wish all UMEX
family good health and forever I miss you all dearly...

Memories@UMEX (Binapani Devi)

Like every other IU]Jers, I too, share a special bonding with UMEX. From
time, UMEX arranges various activities for us. I am glad I went to Taka-
da park for hanani (viewing cherry blossom in spring), Karuizawa (Fall
2011), Kawagoe city (in Saitama Ken, Fall 2010) which UMEX arranged
for IU]Jers, still I could not be part of many other events / trips. I had the
opportunity to learn Japanese Ilearnt about the rich sadou (tea ceremo-
ny) tradition through Shinoda sensei for the first time when it was held
in UMEX salon in IU]J. I still remember vividly how I and my friends
enjoyed wearing those beautiful kimonos and posed in different styles
for photographs. Such is the love and affection that UMEX always ex-
tends towards all of us irrespective of our nationality, race, class, color,
age or creed that we cannot ask for more. Simply, IU]J is incomplete with-
out UMEX. If IUJ is the father, UMEX is the mother. Love you both...
thank you UMEX for being so kind. I will forever cherish the moments of
laughter, happiness and togetherness!!!
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