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| love KIMONO

The Kimono, one of the traditional symbols in Japan is a heartfelt closer .
came to Sri Lankans with the “OSHIN” teledrama written by Sugako
Hashida which is still famous among Sri Lankans and was broadcasted
in the 1990s in Sri Lanka. I too dreamt since my childhood to wear a
Kimono as “OSHIN” was a very impressive and hard-working girl
when she was in her childhood. In early last November, Mrs. Kazuko
Takahashi, a good friend of mine shared her past memories of former
IU]J students who were wearing Kimonos on her Facebook wall. So, I
closed my eyes for a moment and recalled my memories of watching
“OSHIN” with my family. Mrs. Kazuko's memories made me awake to
come true to my dream. At that time my mother has also come to Japan
from Sri Lanka to visit and experience Japan. So, I decided this is the
best time to experience kimonos.

As an IUJ s.tudents, we are .Iucky to have UMEX. Mem.bers o.f .UMEX DTS YRS A (RUSYALES) HEEID
are providing an opportunity for IU]J students and their families to ex- REESUCE=Z LR,

perience Kimonos. Luckily, Mrs. Kazuko is a member of UMEX and I

contacted her to have a memorable chance of wearing kimonos with my Family. So, a day that was close to winter, No-
vember 20th, was one of the most memorable and joyful days in my life. Kimonos, Japan, Snow, and cherry blossoms
were close to Sri Lankans through “OSHIN”. We, as Sri Lankans joyfully experienced Kimonos in Japan on that day.
Japanese people have used "Kimonos" as both casual wear and formal wear from ancient times. By now, the kimono,
which was originally worn on a daily basis, is mostly worn for ceremonial events. When we finished wearing the kimo-
nos, we were speechless for a moment. I wanted to understand that this was true. I was attracted to my appearance. I
felt happy as the day [ was a bride. How my husband and my son were more handsome in Samurai kimonos than in
western suits! How beautiful my mother is in a kimono!

My friend, Thet Hnin San captured beautiful photos and videos of our kimono wearing. When I posted them on my
Face Book, lots of my friends reacted and commented on them with surprise since many Sri Lankans used to love Kimo-
nos through “OSHIN”. I believe in angels! I never thought that I could be able one day to wear a kimono in the country
of kimonos originated. Thanks to the UMEX I was enough lucky to make my dream come true.

Erangi Fernando (Sri Lanka)
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