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' Memorable Muikamachi Summer Festival

The Muikamachi summer festival in Niigata Prefecture offers a captivating blend of tradition
and innovation, creating a uniquely refreshing experience that defies the typical Japanese
summer heat. As I arrived at the festival grounds near the summit of Mount Hakkai, I was
immediately struck by the surreal sight of snow in midsummer, a stark contrast to the lush
greenery surrounding it.
Dressed in a white yukata adorned with delicate red watermelon patterns, I felt a deep con-
nection to centuries of Japanese summer tradition. The soft cotton fabric provided welcome
relief from the heat, while the gentle swish of the fabric as I walked added a touch of elegance
to my movements. Many other attendees were similarly attired, creating a sea of colorful
yukatas that enhanced the festive atmosphere.
The centerpiece of the festival, a snow sledding slope created from preserved winter snow,
drew squeals of delight from children and adults alike. The juxtaposition of sliding down
| snowy slopes while dressed in summer yukatas was both amusing and refreshing, perfectly
= - - encapsulating the festival's unique charm.
78198 () ICEEaANEEaBmEENT DN Throughout the day, the festival grounds buzzed with activity. Local mascots made appear-
[CEEEFEIANT O TEZUE, ZOBORMEE  ances; their quirky charm was amplified by the contrast with the traditional attire of the at-
Sy UV—HEBDFLESA (Cinthiyar) HESHET tendees. On the main stage, performances ranged from traditional folk dances to modern
BEZURE, music acts, with the swaying of yukata-clad dancers adding to the visual spectacle.
Food stalls offered a tantalizing array of summer festival classics and local specialties. Eating
kakigori (shaved ice) while wearing a yukata felt quintessentially Japanese, the cold treat a
® 0606 060606 06000 0 0 0 0 0 o o o o perfectcomplement to the light summer garment. The regional sake, perfectly chilled by the
mountain air, paired wonderfully with the grilled local vegetables, offering a taste of Niiga-
ta's rich culinary heritage. As the sun began to set, the festival took on a magical quality. The
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- 'Memorable Muikamachi Summer Festival, Q)=

yukatas seemed to glow in the golden light, creating a dreamlike atmosphere. Families and friends gathered on pic-
nic blankets, eagerly anticipating the highlight of the evening - the fireworks display.

The fireworks festival began with a bang as the first colorful explosions lit up the night sky. The display was a mas-
terful choreography of light and sound, with each burst eliciting gasps and applause from the crowd. The fireworks
reflected off the remaining snow on the ground, creating a mesmerizing interplay of colors.

What made this fireworks display truly special was its setting. The cool mountain air, a stark contrast to the usual
humid summer nights, made for perfect viewing conditions. The higher altitude meant the fireworks seemed closer,
and more vivid, and the sound echoed dramatically off the surrounding mountains.

As I stood there, surrounded by the festive crowd in their yukatas, watching the sky come alive with bursts of color, I
felt a profound sense of community and tradition. The Muikamachi summer festival, with its unique blend of winter
and summer elements, perfectly encapsulates the Japanese ability to harmonize seemingly contradictory experiences
into something truly magical.

For visitors seeking an unconventional summer festival experience, the Muikamachi event offers a cool alternative

that celebrates Japan's diverse climate and rich cultural traditions in a truly memorable way. It's a festival that engages all the senses - the sight of
colorful yukatas and dazzling fireworks, the sound of traditional music and excited chatter, the taste of seasonal treats, the touch of cool mountain air,
and the smell of gunpowder mingling with the scent of pine trees. It's an experience that lingers in the memory long after the last firework has faded
from the sky.

Please join us at the Muikamachi Summer Festival! Celebrate culture, enjoy local foods, and wear your beautiful yukata for a memorable experience!
Special thanks to the U-MEX team for arranging to see the festival! Your enthusiasm for wearing yukata and exploring cultral opportunities made the
event memorable. We appreciate your support and perfect arrangement.
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