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A country of great diversity and vitality India

On October 3, Mr. Amitabh Kumar, a second year IM student, made a presentation on his home
country, India. His presentation excitedly lasted for around one and a half hours with a variety
of aspects of Indian culture, economy, religion, and society. India, an ancient civilization and a
resurgent nation, has great diversity and vitality. The population is over one billion, which is a
mosaic of people following different religious beliefs, hailing from diverse cultural backgrounds
and speaking a variety of languages.People in India speak different 325 languages. But 18 lan-
guages including English and Hindu have been set up as official languages by the Constitution,
based on which the country has been divided into 25 provinces.With its rapidly growing economy
in the last 10 years, India ranks the 4% in terms of purchasing power parity, a measure of na-
tional power. One of the reasons for the rapid growth is that India has a lot of skilled workers
especially in IT-related industries.There are various religions in India. Among them are Hindu-
ism (82% of the total population), Islam (11%), Christianity (2%), Sikhism (2%), and Buddhism
(less than 1%). Each of these religions has different kinds of gods, clothes, table-manners, etc.A
famous social status system, called Carste, still exists although it has been prohibited by the
Constitution. Carste has four segments, Brahmins (priests), Kshatriyas (soldiers), Vaishyas
(merchants), and Shudras (peasants, black) from above. After he covered a lot of other aspects of
Indian culture, ranging from music, instrument, dance, artifact, to distinguished people and Miss
Worlds, he treated Indian food, naan with curry to those who had attended the presentation.
Every attendee seemed to be full of much diversified Indian culture with a taste of a little bit

spicy.
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Uniaue Xperience in life---.”

12th October 2003, belonged to one of the first time experiences in one’s life time, which is  “The Hakkai-san” mountain climbing. The day started with little rain added
to cold zephyr in the morning, as the Umex volunteers and the IUJ students arrived at the base camp of the Hakkai-san Mountain. The time was 8:50a.m. in my clock. As
the very name goes, Hakkai-san, the mountain with eight peaks, rises to the sky with 1778m in height. Our team could conauer only the first two peaks of the mountain
as far as the time was concerned and there was the highest peak, in the two peaks we conauered. It was one of the greatest moments of the excursion to travel in the
exciting “rope-way” also known as “gondola”; up to some extend of the mountain. The surroundings were gorgeous. | have no words to express the surroundings of the
mountain due to the wonted color change of the leaves. It was Exauisite!l! The orange and the yellow combination of the leaves, common at this time of the year in Japan,
makes the whole scene; an exotic drawing done by a nature artist. Yellow leaves of the “Maple tree” was one of the picturesaue views caught my eye during our way to
the top. The nature is so beautiful....After the “gondola” ; on our way to the summit by foot, was quite interesting though the route was muddy and swampy due to the
unexpected rain. The closer we became to the peak, the harder the way it was, since we had to use chains at some places to mount ourselves. It was quite risky since a
huge slope laid on one side of us. We happened to have our lunch before the peak, the rest we had in the cottage near the peak meant a lot to us. Whilst everyone was
so tired after more than two and half hours of climbing, it was a great bliss, gave us with the attaining of the peak of the mountain. The surroundings, covered with white
clouds felt me like the heaven.... On our way back to the rope-way station, | felt it was easier going down rather than climbing. As my clock turned 4:15p.m., we depart
from the great Hakkai-san Mountain, after a hard day of mountain climbing. The Hakkaisan Mountain will go into my diary as a great memorial and also as the highest
mountain | have ever climbed. It was later that evening, when | saw the mountain from the top story of my apartment, | felt so proud, thinking that | climbed all the way up

to that peak.......... Without a doubt it's a unique experience | had in my life.... Report by: Ashan
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