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It was very nice festival. | like the castle very
much and also the shows. | was wondering how
hard the local people built the beautiful castle
from a very cold snow. | was impressed by the
effort of the local people very much. They built it
by hearts and just for the festival night. | feel grad
to have chance to see and if next year they will
have it again | will go there again. (Ms. Wannila
Thongchan)
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| enjoyed the festival very much. | appreciated the
opportunity to have a better insight of the Japa-
nese culture, especially the culture of local people
in various snowy regions around Japan. It was my
first time and a wonderful experience for me to
gather with friends in a kamakura, around the fire,
enjoying “mochi” and “sake” and sharing in our
“kimochi”. | also got excited at the performances
on the stage, especially the Japanese traditional
dances, music and costumes. | was impressed by
the sculptures made of the snow (the house, the
car, the kamakura, etc.). | was happy with the
festival though the rain and chill that night made
me feel so frozen! (Ms. Huynh Mai Houng)
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Before coming to IUJ, | already heard about the
Naked Man Festival. To me, it was just one of the
many Japanese festivals. It has however totally
changed after | attended the presentation on the
Naked Man Festival organized by UMEX on 27
February. The presentation was mainly on the
origin of the Festival. We got to know about the
Bishyamonten God, the IGUCHI family, BANZA
family — all major characters of the Festival. Look-
ing at animated sketches of Mr. Haga, we were
even able to have a good imagination of how the
Festival is going to be. And the presentation be-
came really inspirational when Professor Wata-
nabe joined to talk about the Sasarasuri Song. |
was told by Takeda-san before that there are many
IUJers who love this festival, but there is no one
who loves it more than Prof .Watanabe. And | had
no choice but to fully agree with Takeda-san after
attending the presentation. It turned out to be lively
when Prof. sang the song and people were moving
in a circle, hands on shoulder, saying “Sanyou,
Sanyou”; exactly as the real scene of the Festival.
Very impressive indeed! Thanks to UMEX for orga-
nizing that “explanation night” as it was called.
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Without it, | would have not been able to fully
enjoy the Naked Man Festival — the unique and
very impressive cultural event of Japan.
Reported by Ms. Thi Trung Hau Chu
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