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UMEX KIMONO FESTIVAL (August 2004)
By Joseph Sirengo, 2nd Year IDP Student from Kenya

Having come from a far country in East Africa, | was afraid of
suffering a culture shock in Japan. However, my fears waned
when | realised that cultural diversity can be used in fostering
international unity as well as sharing and learning useful
ideas. | never knew that Japanese people had such a rich cul-
ture that enabled them enjoy all the four seasons in a year.
Such seasons like fall, winter, spring and summer, of course,
are not experienced in my country which lies within the trop-
ics.

There are various cultural events that are organised in each
season. | was lucky during this summer to participate in one
event that | always yearned to attend during my stay in Japan.
This is the Kimono festival.

The day and time for the party, 21st August 2004 at 6:00pm,
came and | was excited to arrive on time to pick my favourite
colour and size. It was my first time ever to wear a kimono
and putting it on was just another exciting festival altogether.
It was then that | learnt the uniqueness of the Japanese tradi-
tional costume, kimono. | had never thought that one had to
be assisted to dress up. It dawned to me that putting on a
kimono is not that easy. You have to have some helping hand
to make sure that it is worn precisely and the band is tied as
tightly as it is supposed to be.

After dressing up in a magnificent cream-spotted kimono, |
couldn’t hold my excitement to get the best snapshots of my
life. | joined other ‘models’ in taking pictures with them. The
gentlemen appeared handsome as the ladies were the beauties
of the evening, all of us delighted and beaming for getting an
opportunity to wear a Japanese traditional attire.

We later proceeded to the Barbeque Stand where we had our
suika (water melon) party together with other UMEX mem-
bers. | must say that | enjoyed the Japanese food and drinks
especially the rice balls covered with delicious sea vegetables.
Besides meeting new friends, | enjoyed sharing ideas with
Umex members and had cordial conversations about our
cultures. My thanks go to the UMEX officials and other mem-
bers that made the party a success.
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