16 1

By Lin Jianxin

Chinese workshop last Sunday turned out to be very successful and impressive.

I hope that this workshop could make some contribution to the mutual under-
standing of Chinese and Japanese.

As you know, UMEX has made enormous efforts to make this workshop
happpen since this June. Please allow me, on behalf of all Chinese in IUJ, to ex-
press sinere thanks to UMEX, especially Takeda-san, Kubota-san, Fumiko-san,
Kojima-san, Michiko-san, Mayumi-san and all those unnamed UMEX members
and non-UMEX members who gave us kind assistance in preparing this wonder-
ful workshop.

Many thanks also go to all the Chinese students in 1UJ, who spent a lot of time on
preparing the magnificent OISHII Chinese food, the presentations, musics, Chi-
nese lessons, TAIKYOKEN, Chinese traditonal dance, posters and quizzes, al-
though they have been extremely busy in their studies since the beginning of this
term.

Good luck to everybody!
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Ikebana: A way of Communication

Even before coming to Japan, | have heard this tradition of

Ikebana flower arrangements by Japanese. Invariably, every-

body would like flowers, the myriad of colours, shapes and

fragrance of flowers can mean a lot. In any culture, people use

flowers to communicate and share simple messages like happi-

ness, joy, love and sorrow. However, | think Ikebana is a

unique art of dealing with flowers. It is a way of communica-

tion. I learnt that there are more than 3000 different styles to

arrange the flowers. More over, once instincts for creativity can

add little more flavour to it. | was happy that | got hands on

experience in Ikebana, at UMEX the other day, which really

inspired me. Imagine that you were trying to depict the earth, heaven and the human beings by ar-
ranging flowers in different directions, at different lengths, as well as using different shapes. Amaz-
ing, the way you attempt to re-interpret the gifts of mother nature. | am going to practice it
again....this is an indelible memory of my stay in Japan. Thank you UMEX !

Samantha
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In an effort to spread more news

about Japan to foreign students,

UMEX organized in its salon this

month a lecture on Japanese Agri-

culture. Mr. Iguchi from the mu-

nicipality of Niigata explained

about the self-food rate of the Japa-

nese people. The lecture also cov-

ered the history of Agriculture in

Niigata as well as the evolution in

the farming practices. He mainly

focused on the cultivation of rice and the reorganization of rice fields to
increase the productivity. Finally, he told us the steps that farmers fol-
low to get the most delicious rice possible. The rice of the region where
we are is one of the best and most expensive. So let’s enjoy it!
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Takeda-san, Today is practically my last day in IUJ since | will be
leaving tomorrow morning for Tokyo. | will travel around Japan for
a week before | am off to Calcutta on the 21st of December. | would
like to thank you and UMEX for all the information that you pro-
vided us especially related to Japan and the Japanese culture. I think
UMEX is a very important part of lUJ and | wish everybody at 2

UMEX all my good luck. Finally, If you ever plan to travel to India

do send me an email and I will try my best to make your stay in

India a wonderful experience. Many thanks & Regards,

Gaurav Bhatia (December 13, 2004) (toshi)




