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Impression Regarding Rice Seedling Plantation

Today, two weeks after the rice planting trip, the mosquito bites remember me at
this nice event. We left IUJ in the morning and arrived at Tookamachi City around
eleven pm. When we arrived the school children and there teachers were waiting
outside. They were just like us very exited about the coming day. After a short
introduction of ourselves we drove with the bus up to the rice fields in the beautiful
mountainous area.

Now the real work could start. After a short explanation we could start planting the
rice. On first sight it looked very easy but my perspective changed quickly. The
children had more capacities than us to plant the rice. The result of all the work was
anice field build up by a diversity of cultures hand in hand.

After the hard work efforts everybody felt hungry. The mothers of the school
children made a rich variety of traditional, delicious Japanese food.

This day was for me a very special day. Icould experience the hospitality of the
Japanese people. Iam very thankful that the students of the school showed me
something of their culture. Ilearned that the process from seed to rice plant is long
and asks for good care. The next time I eat rice with my friends in Europe I can tell
them how much effort and dedication it takes to create this high quality product.

Dieter Avonds
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I would like to express my deepest grati-
tude to the members of UMEX for making
my time at IU]J so pleasurable. With their
help I was able to experience many local
customs, traditions and activities - such as
rice planting, bullfighting and skiing to
name just a few. More importantly I had
the opportunity to meet so many wonderful
people who opened their hearts and gra-
ciously shared their time and city with me.
I hope to one day offer the same opportu-
nity to you. Though I am excited about
graduating it will be very difficult for me to
leave the friends I have made here.

Cicero, Valerie
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