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The day started early (for me), woke up around 9am to a cloudy and rainy day. Boy, was it hard to get out of bed! But, eventually |
did get up and made it to the bus by 9:30am.

After 45 minutes or so, we arrived to this "little" town, there're only 5 houses | learned later on,where the rice fields are located.
Shortly thereafter, we were going up by the hills, carrying our umbrellas while overlooking the beautiful scenery.

The farmers were feeling quite sorry for us because as they demonstrated how to cut the rice plants, they mentioned that only 4
small corners per field are cut by hand, and the rest are cut with some sort of lawnmower-like machine. Judging by their smiles, it must
be something everyone must have enjoyed in the past... "zannen desune".... In any event, the light manual labor was quite fun any-
way. | am quite sure there will be pictures posted somewhere for all of us to see at some point.

The day went on and we headed to the local elementary school. There, we were greeted by the school's faculty and the parents of
11 shy students who introduced themselves to us with veeeeeery quiet voices - it was fun to watch... After we all introduced ourselves,
played a little "jan-ken" conga-style, which clearly helped everyone relax a bit and get more acquainted with one another. Since we
had a few minutes before lunch, the kids also entertained the adults with a little dancing act they had prepared for us -it was cute, right
up until they asked us to dance too!! - Since my dancing moves are similar to those of an epileptic penguin, | went straight for the last
row where no one could see me - and it worked, | hope - Thank god, it was time for lunch....
| am pretty sure we all enjoyed our meal because a fraction of a second after Itadakimas came out of our mouths, the room became
quiet for a good 5 minutes - we must have been pretty hungry. Also, the fact that there were quite a few sleepy faces on the bus ride
back, clearly indicates that we all came out of there pretty full too ... It was great!

Thank you all who prepared lunch for us - Gochisoosama - and thank you UMEX for giving us the opportunity to get out of campus and
see "real" people every once in a while.
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