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Dear all UMEX members,

Following the devastated hit by Tsunami in
Asian region, relieving fund was immedi-
ately raised by UMEX in cooperation with
other local organizations. I, as a representa-
tive of Thai students at IUJ and on behalf of
UMEX members, brought that fund back to
Thailand and rushed to the affected areas in
the Southern part in October 2005.

Initially, I would like to give this fund to
primary school students in Baannumkem,
Phang-nga, the worst affected area. How-
ever, I could not manage to reach my
friend, the only person who can locate af-
fected students in Baannumkem. In this, I
needed to contact Office for Phuket Educa-
tion, asking for the officers” help to find
orphan students in Phuket.

I maximized the usage of UMEX fund by
granting it as scholarships. Scholarships
were given to students who were living in
poor condition, lost his/her parents in the
event, and didn’t get access to private or
governmental assistance. Any student who
falls under this criterion would be consid-
ered to receive UMEX fund. However, due
to limitation of money amount, only 6 stu-
dents were selected.

With the effective system we employ, we
need not to worry about misuse of the
scholarships by those students because they
are controlled strictly by their supervising
teachers. Every time the students need to
withdraw the fund in they own bank ac-
count, they must inform their supervising
teachers for how they are going to use it.
Most of the fund is normally used for tui-
tion fee, books, stationary and the educa-
tion related matters.

As far as I have talked to those students, I
have come to realize that they desire long
relationship rather than a one-time assis-
tance. Given all the natural devastations
taking place around the world, Tsunami
victims will be soon forgotten along with
all supports, which will evaporate quickly.
This is what those students and I have se-
verely concerned about. The only way to
prevent this problem we are anticipating is
to build up and tie relationship between
supporters and those victims.

On behalf of those Thai students, I again
would like to convey my great gratitude to
all UMEX members, Japanese donators and
all the relevant persons.

Oranoot Withitwinyuchon
(IR Class of 2005)
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I want to thank Banzai san for
inviting me to her house. I had a
wonderful time with Banzai san
and her friends. We ate a very
nice diner at her home. I think
Banzai san and her mom are
very good cook. It has been a
long time for me to have a nice
Japanese food like that. We ate,
drank, and talked till around
9:00p.m then we went to naked
man festival.

It was very cold outside at that @ﬁiﬁ%‘\:&\_ﬂf ‘%t S0 Lg/jié/v
time, however, I saw a very ( SZABNIY T

spiritual atmosphere from festival participator. Even though, the tem-
perature seemed like below zero degree, naked man were shouting and
running around the place. To me, they were very exciting and a little bit
crazy. I really enjoyed the festival.
We stayed there until the festival was
almost over. We took many pictures
and went back home around 10:30
p-m. I really want to thank again to
UMEX and Banzai san to give me the
best chance to enjoy the Naked Man
festival. Hung Nguyen
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