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WELCOME PARTY 2007

UMEX, the Association for Multicultural Exchange in Uonuma, is
established to foster relationship between the local community and
the students in U] through various cultural programs. One of those
important events took place on Sunday the 16th of September 2007. It
was the welcome party for the new incoming students for IU]J in fall
2007.

IUJ is world famous for the cultural diversity among its student
body. Therefore, it is a great place for an organization like UMEX to
thrive and for experiencing cultural exchange.

The UMEX invited us, the new students, for this barbeque welcome
party through the notices at bulletin boards and through emails for
the personal accounts. It was held at the University barbeque area. The Sunday happened to be one fine
summer day with lots of sunshine and lots of smiles on the faces of the organizers from UMEX, welcom-
ing us. The party was officially started at around noon with a welcome speech by the president of the
organization.

The next two hours were spend with lots of eating, chatting and specially sharing information about eve-
ryone at the party on cultures, lifestyles, and details of the countries, etc. The food was delicious and we
were able to taste many kinds of "Onigiri" and Japanese tea. In fact, we were in our first week in Japan
away from home, yet the hospitality, the smiles and the food were so fabulous that we felt home and kept
us alive.

Well, all good things come to an end. So, at around 2.00pm, after the vote of thanks and another invitation
for the rice harvest ceremony and to a hike to mount Hakkaisan, we departed.

Finally, I should thank the organizing committee and the members of the UMEX for their great efforts to
welcome us.

FAEOYVYISH (BED 6
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Saman Jayasinghe
Incoming student
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On Friday noon, August 17 2007, we once
again were given the privilege by UMEX to
experience Japanese living style. This time is
outdoor Japanese Tea Ceremony and
“Yukata” - the Japanese traditional KI-
MONO-like dress, but much simpler. It was
held in front of UMEX Salon - International
University of Japan. This beautiful event
was organized by Shinoda Hisa-san and.
Bandai Fusako-san, both are active UMEX

members. Also, we were greatly helped by Yoneyama Fusa-san and Wada Satiko-san, friends of Shi-

noda-san.

By 1.30pm, 10 of us were gathered in UMEX Salon. They have prepared both the male and female Yu-
kata. For some of us, we have similar Yukata-like traditional clothes in our country, however, for most
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Moegien festival

For me, performing at the Moegien festival was a
great experience. It was great to see that our work
practicing the Indonesian saman dance was wel-
comed and the ones present there liked it. It was
the greatest reward to be received in such a warm
atmosphere, and be treated as friends by people
we just met in a country that is not our own but
welcomes us as such.

It was also a great opportunity to witness Japanese

culture in all its splendor, the new generation per-

BOERETDFESA
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forming besides the old generation. I have to confess that I am a big admirer of Japanese culture,
which is why I try to take part as often as possible in this type of cultural exposure events. What I
loved the best from the performances at the Moegien summer festival was the part of the Japanese folk
music interpretation, accompanied by the shamisen which is one of my favorite Japanese sounds, all

along with the kodo drums.

I really had fun having pictures with the 3 mascots of the festival , and eating water melon next to my
friends and the locals, simply enjoying all the positive energy in the air.
Thank you very much for the opportunity to take part in this event!

Toporas, Laura Emilia

of us that was the first time being “Japanese” by wearing Yukata.

Yukata for female is more colorful and has more motives, such as flowers and other “girls” ornaments.
One full set of female Yukata usually consists of the Yukata itself, obi - a belt-like fabric used to keep
the Yukata from falling open, cute hand-bag, zori - a type of thong-like footwear, tabi - split-toe socks,
and a fan - because Yukata is a summer outfit. The difficult part of wearing Yukata is in shaping the

obi into various profiles like ribbon, butterfly, or flower.

Yukata for male is pretty much simpler in color and motives, mostly comes with darker color, such as

grey and dark blue. Men’s Yukata usually comes with the Yukata itself, obi, and zori. On the sleeve part of the Yukata, there is an unnoticeable pocket
where you can keep small things like papers or handkerchief, which seems very useful to us.

After dressing up with all the Yukata, we went to the Tea Ceremony area. There the UMEX members have prepared several chairs, the traditional tea
set, and a standing wooden umbrella, which is usually used for outdoor tea ceremony representing the teahouse. Firstly, we were given the Higashi -
dry sweet little snack, before tasting the tea. After that, Shinoda-san showed us how neat the tea preparation process is. She poured the green tea pow-
der into a bowl, and made it evenly distributed with a wooden spoon. Then, she carefully return the tea box into the tray, and put the chasen - bam-
boo whisk for making Japanese tea into the bowl. After that, she elegantly poured warm water from the kettle and stirred it with the chasen until it
produced bubbles. Once ready, Wada-san brought the tea bowl for us. The guest must receive it and turn the bowl clockwise and say “osaki ni” to the
guest sitting next to him before slowly sipping the tea. Before returning the bowl, the guest must wipe the part where he has sipped, and once again
turn the bowl] clockwise, and say “Gochisou sama”. It went the same way for each of us. During the tea
ceremony, two of us were given the opportunity to be the host. “It seemed easy, but actually it is really
challenging because you have to do it right step by step to honor the tea ceremony itself”, said Laura

.

from Romania.

The weather was really supportive, only right after we finished the whole tea ceremony, it started to

rain. Satria from Indonesia, Chuka & Family from Mongolia, Akmal from Uzbekistan, Laura from Ro-
mania, Channa from Cambodia, Mai & Cuong from Vietnam, and Anthony from Ghana would like to
thank the UMEX members for sharing with us two of the Japanese living style. This has been enriched

our whole IUJ experience. Arigatou Gozaimashita.

Batchuluun, Khuderchuluun (Chuka)
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Once a month UMEX holds a kids salon

event. Last month (July) Takanami

Kanae, who works at Shiozawa child care centre, presented a very interest-
ing shadow picture story about the Star Festival in Japan to three children
from IUJ. After that, we played various
games with the kids and enjoyed some
refreshing apple juice and snacks. Parents
also joined the event.

So I'd like to send a message to the parents
at IUJ. If you'd like to take a break from
looking after your children, bring them
along to the kids salon event which is fully
supervised! We would like to have fun with
more children! Contact UMEX for more
details. Yoko Sakai
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