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On the 7th October, 2007, the IUJ students
were invited for a day of Rice Harvesting.
This was organized by the UMEX in order for
us to have an understanding of the Japanese

XD EE LD S ? way of harvesting rice now and how the same
—#(CIRNDE LERRES & —EIC was done then without machines. Accompa-
IALIS A (thir) nied by the UMEX members, other volunteers and a very favorable weather. We were

greeted by eager villagers with warmth and hospitability, enthusiastic to answer any ques-

tions and show the old machines used then by the Japanese for the same purpose.

Equipped with sickles, we set out to harvest the rice which for many of us was a first time

experience. We posed for pictures to show our family and friends back home.

The villagers also put forth a demonstration of making “Mochi”, rice cake and each one of

us had a go at it, struggling with the sticky rice.

A splendid lunch followed which was prepared jointly by the ladies of the village. This

interesting day ended with “Songs for Happy Occasions” by the hosts as well as the stu-

dents of IU]J. Besides being an event which was filled with fun, frolic and feast, it was a real

experience with the Japanese villagers and their ways of life.

We would like to extend our appreciation to one and all involved in making the event so
EOHREDEUNRE wonderful and memorable. (Mamta Katwal)

%}[ﬁ% c\: /J \ﬁiﬁ{@ G) ﬁﬁ On November 4, 2007, UMEX organized for a pleasure trip to the Zenkoji Temple and the

nearby Obuse Town in Nagano prefecture. IUJ students and UMEX members including

11848 (B) [CBFENMEICITEE children took part in the trip. Zenkoj-ji temple, located in Nagano city is one of Japan's

LIz, GBRBED/NYSADORBETY, most well known pilgrimage site. The participants from IUJ toured the whole site, shot
many photos and bought souvenirs in their two hour stay there. Then they headed off to
the nearby town of Obuse, famous for the Hokusai museum, named after Katsushika Ho-
kusai, one of Japan’s most renowned artists of the Edo period (1603-1867). After an hour
long stay, the group headed for home. All participants found the trip to be very entertain-
ing and educational. (Abdullah Al Mahmud Khan)
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On the 14th October,which is also my second day of celebrating Eidul Fitri (which usu- / \;/@ U_| Z%
ally in my country we are still in the mood of festival), I joined UMEX Hakkai-san Ex- /
pedition with students and UMEX members. Everyone was very much in the exciting
mood to see the famous Hakkai-san which is well known for its brewery, beautiful ski
areas, as well as its natural beauty during autumn where the leaves turned into beauti-
ful colours at the peaks. Furthermore, Hakkai-san was known as the holy mountain.
Firstly, we took the ropeway (cable car) to reach the starting point of the trail and when
we reached halfway of Hakkai-san, we could already see very beautiful scenery and
everyone was busy taking pictures.

At the first station, we got a chance to catch people performing Shinto ritual which was
very much interesting and fascinating. After that, we continued our journey to the peak
of Hakkai-san and we stopped at the second rest station and took our lunch before con-
tinuing our aim to conquer the peak of Hakkai-san. Sakurai-san was patient enough to
wait for me and guided me to achieve my dream.

Finally, I made it to the top even though I am the last person to reach the top. It taught
me to be determined and do not give up easily. The view was breathtaking and all the JUBWWTEICT
tiredness vanished the moment I stood at the top and looked at the beautiful scenery.

Th . o . RO ESE TR
e weather was very good and the sun shone brightly, giving its blessing to us. WESEPEA
It has been a wonderful and unforgettable experience for me. In those few hours of () CiEfte
climbing Hakkai-san, I have learnt a lot. I would like to thank all UMEX members and h (B
all the students who joined the expedition for making this a truly 'SUGOI' experience. I FEIEE)

am truly thankful to GOD for giving me this wonderful experience of a lifetime. Once
again, 'Domo arigato gozaimasu' to everyone. (Rabi'ah Aminudin)
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