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On January 13, 2008 I went to Tookamachi and joined
a New Year festival there. Six of IU]J students were
coming along: Lam from Vietnam, Rabiah and
Melorina from Malaysia, Eliza from Philippines, Ary
and I from Indonesia. The snow was falling a bit
heavily but yet beautifully that day (yes, it was very

cold!). Unfortunately I did not bring long boots and gloves, but the UMEX people lent me

one. Thanks to him I could enjoy the event to the max.

A lot of local Japanese people already gathered in the shrine when I arrived there. They

built a big statue symbolizing the male God (see the picture).

After that, we played 'haneketsu' together. It is similar to badminton, but it is played in the

snow and using a hard stick instead of a racket. If you fail to hit the shuttlecock back, you

will be punished and poured with the snow by your enemies (that was the exciting part!)

We then came back to one of the UMEX member's office to have meals together. Not only

the Japanese food they provided, but I also enjoyed the conversation with the UMEX mem-

bers and some local Japanese

people. I would like to say

Thank You for giving me this

unforgettable experience and

I am looking forward to par-

ticipating in other events

organized by UMEX. S&E

BEUSBRENLET,

Nila Rau Fanza (Indonesia)
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