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On Saturday 16th February 2008, Ten IU]J

students including myself went to the

Tokamachi snow festival with three

UMEX members, Moriyama-san, Kubota-

san and Etsuko-san, After changing

trains, we finally arrived in Tokamachi

and made our way to the snow festival site on foot. It was a very interesting and
full of fun journey as we get to see a lot of cute and amazing snowman such as
snoopy, bears and even the famous Japanese manga character, Doraemon. We
took the opportunities to have some awesome pictures taken. The first stop was
at a place with lots of stalls as well as many other attractions. Tried the snow
slides as well as watched the tea ceremony in the snow.

I ate the obanki for the first time ever. It tasted very nice although I still prefer
taiyaki. Unfortunately at the time I got at the stall, the taiyaki already finished.
We continued on to the site where the performance took place. The snow stage
was definitely worth the climbing we did to get to the site. Even from far, the
snow castle looked very impressive. The show itself was also interesting although
I could not understand most of what were being said by the announcer as well as
the performers. Another amazing thing to note would be that the performers
were wearing very thin clothing when it is already very cold. I did wonder how
they could stand the coldness. The snow gets heavier and I was freezing waiting
for the show to end as I am eager to have the firsthand experience of watching the
snow festival fireworks. However as they snow gets heavier, the visibility get
worse and I could not see the fireworks clearly. It is definitely another reason to
come again to the festival next year.

We certainly had fun even though I was freezing. Nevertheless, some of the clev-
erer IU]J students went to the emergency room to get warm. It was a very good
experience for all of us. Thank you to the UMEX members for organizing the trip.

Melorina Kamaruddin
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Since the time in Vietnam, I have developed great desire for Japanese culture.

That is also one of the reasons why I decided to apply for further studies in the

country of cherry blossom.

The chance had come when UMEX organized a tradtional tea ceremony for IU]J

students. The first impression is the oiishii keki we had before observing the

tea ceremony. But what is more is the way the instructor made tea. Using Ocha

from Kyoto, she not only served us with oiishii tea but also delivered a delicate

manner to make tea, a dominant spot in Japan's colorful cultural picture.

It seems to me that the equipments for tea making are all very simple such as
the chawan to drink tea, chagama to boil water,
chakin to clear the tea-making equipments etc,. But
what seems to be simple is not simple at all. Every- — N e
thing must be in its order. Otherwise, it is not the %ifg /UO?%;— EE 5%/({;;(_@5 i}gﬁ%’{
dominant characteristic in Japan's culture. From the __ iy donie,
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way Japanese people make tea, we can clearly ob- - o _
serve their patience and order as well as their re- EDT 72 Y SAICTETIREFH UL,

spect to guests.

From the tea ceremony, it opened up to me not only Japanese teaism but also many other
interesting cultural aspects. Among them, Hina Omatsuri is really an interesting event. It is
"omoshiroi" to know that on this day, Japanese people display the doll set and then put them
right away as if they are left out for too long, it will result in the delay in the girl's future
marriage.

This is the very first time I myself eyed an aspect of Japanese culture. So now I am still
deeply embedded with the smiling face of the instructor, the delicate way she made and
served tea and the "oishii sa" of the tea flavor and cake. I look forward to the time when

772YSh (BREPR)  other Japanese cultural events such as Tkebana, Origami... are organized.
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Nguyen Phuong Hien
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