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I came IUJ since middle of September and

everything seemed quite new to me. From

Tokyo where people are so crowded and

many leisure activities with friends, I came

to IUJ with impression of quite place but

fresh air and friendly international friends

and people. 2 weeks orientation giving me

a time to get acquainted with new friends

and especially know more organisations operating in IUJ. I really appreciate UMEX's ac-
tivities which connect IU]J's students to Minami Uonuma Town's people. That was the rea-
son why I decided to join the activity of Rice Harvesting in October 5th. This day was
really great for me and my friends. We departed around 8.30am and UMEX's members
expressed warm welcome to us. This trip gave me good chance to learn about rice process-
ing in Japan. It really great if farmer in Vietnam can follow this and apply in reality. Not
much time working in the field with traditional rice harvesting because of quick job of
many IU]J students and kind guidance from Japanese farmer. After harvesting rice by
sickle, we learnt how Japanese farmer use machines in harvesting rice. So quick and so
efficient! We had got much work and lovely time in the field. We worked, smiled and
talked together. UMEX member and farmers were so friendly in guiding us and prepare all
things for us to protect us from any hurt it might cause, like glove, sickle....Of course, be-
cause this was the first time we did this work so sometime, we still had mistakes like not
separating rice into bundle...

After working time outside the field, we also had chance to taste Japanese food and talk
Japanese too. I had introduced Vietnamese language to all students and people there and
learnt 5 other languages. Many things to say to Japanese farmers on that day who wel-
comed us so warmly, I would like to say that I hope to have other chances to meet all of
them. Thank UMEX so much to organise this activity and look forward to others to have
more chance to know of Japanese and other countries' cultures. Xin chao=Konnichiwa and
Hen gap lai=Ja mata!

Thank you so much and hope to join other activities of UMEX. ... Le Thuy
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UMEX AIZU WAKAMATSU FIELD TRIP
by Dennis Rolan Esteban Baviera, Philippines

Since the UMEX sponsored Hakkaisan mountain climbing activity on 12 Octo-
ber 2008 that I enjoyed immensely, I have been looking forward to all UMEX
sponsored activities. The moment I received the invitation to the Aizu-
wakamatsu field trip and learned that the itinerary included a real Shogun's
castle, I sent my reply in an instant. The weather was very cold and gloomy
that Sunday morning but the UMEX team was there and ready and the IU] par-
ticipants and kids were excited as well. I knew that the bus ride would take at
least three hours but I actually looked forward to it since it was a chance to see
the Japanese countryside. What could have been a lull of a bus ride was turned

1138168 (8) 'Eﬁiéh}‘:_%':/ﬁ\f into an interesting interaction between nations by the UMEX team and the par-

SIS/ \z :_Cﬁﬁh (:"j\jﬁb‘jfimﬁ‘ B ticipants gamely sang songs from their native countries.

EﬁiQT; é%h’ PEFETREE VL. The moment we walked inside the walls of Tsuruga-jo Castle I was fascinated.

(BrREERIC) The castle yard was lined with trees that were made more beautiful by the col-

ors of autumn. The castle itself was foreboding because of its sheer size and majesty. Upon entering the castle, I finally

saw the things that fascinated me since I was a child, on display were real Katanas and other samurai warriors' weap-

ons. The display gave us a glimpse of the beauty of the ancient Japanese culture, how the people

lived then and the heroism of their warriors. The view from the top made me realize that the

castle itself was the center of the region.

Another destination was the limoriyama Hill which I learned was the resting place of the 19

young samurai members of the Byakkotai. The place was very beautiful and there was a spot on

the hill overlooking the Tsuruga-jo castle. We were able to see mementos from other countries

glorifying the act of heroism of the 19 young warriors. We also visited other interesting places

such as Sazaedo Hall and some scenic areas in the mountain. Of course our trip would never be

complete without the beautiful omiyages that were available on site.

The efforts of UMEX members by sparing their time and resources in giving opportunities for

IU]J students to be exposed to the many facets of the Japanese life and culture not to mention

their warm and hospitable manner are truly commendable. As a foreign student in Japan, my

education is complemented by these activities making the overall experience complete and truly mmes=sucE,\EF=2

[inying

remarkable. SATY, ERERWICT
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