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TAKADA CASTLE-CHERRY BLOSSOM VIEWING TRIP
Date: April 11, 2009
(Nguyen Thuy Dung - MBA 2nd year)

On Sunday afternoon, April 11, 2009, I came to the main entrance of IU]J to join the Cherry
Blossom viewing trip organized by UMEX to Takada Castle, where has been named in
Japan's Top 3 Evening Cherry Blossom Spots. There were already many people standing
there and I was so surprised knowing that around 100 students registered for this trip. I
have been living in Japan for nearly two years and actually visited many popular cherry
blossom viewing spots but I have never been in Takada Castle. Therefore, I was so eager to
join the trip with UMEX to discover this famous place as well as to enjoy my last Hanami
in Japan before my graduation. Indeed, this trip was so great and left me very nice memo-
ries of Japanese culture. [ . Sl . |
After one hour and a half taking the bus, we arrived at
Takada at around 5:30 pm. The road to the Takada
Park was so crowded with many cars and buses stand-
ing in a very long queue. It is understandable because
Hanami is one of the most popular spring events in
Japan and I heard that now is the best time to see Sa-
kura full bloom. Therefore, during the peak season,
many people gathered to see the cherry blossoms.
Walking down the street named Sakura Road we saw many cherry trees lined up at both
sides. People said that Takada Park has about 4,000 Sakura trees, so amazing. Beneath the
blooming cherry blossoms, you can see groups of people lie down or sit on the grass, eat,
drink, sing and enjoy the full bloom. It is very interesting to note that viewing of cherry
blossoms in Japan is more than just an appreciation of the beauty. It is also an opportunity
to enjoy the camaraderie of family and friends. You can also take a walk over Red Bridge
and see the Takada Castle which is lighted-up at night. The moat around the castle reflects
the castle, lights, and the cherry blossoms which
creates a really wonderful picture that impressed
me much. With friends, I had a great day enjoy-
ing one of the most famous Japanese traditions.
I'would like to express my gratitude to UMEX
for organizing this trip as well as for their friend-
ship, kindness and enthusiasm to help us get to
know more about Japanese people and culture
and make our stay in IUJ rich of unforgettable
memories.
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Sushi is one of the most popular staple
dishes of Japanese. Life in Japan would
be incomplete without eating a genu-
inely and craftily prepared Japanese
sushi. We might eat sushi frequently,
but it's a rare opportunity to actually
make one. Last March 22, 2009, UMEX
held a Sushi Party for those who are in
their Tutor Program and IUJ students
were very much privileged to be a part
of this unique and exciting event.
UMEX members showed us how to

properly roll and cut a sushi. After that,

all of us enjoyed the delicious sushi we
prepared.

More than the taste, this activity made
all of us appreciate the art of sushi-
making. But the more important things
we gained in this activity are the friend-
ships formed and the time and laughter
shared while making this widely favor-
ite Japanese sushi.

Dahlia C. Simangan
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| Over spring break, I went on a homestay to Yuzawa with B840 O0H %

UMEX member 5&-san. It was the first time I went to o = o SEEE e [
Yuzawa town, and I really had a great time!First, we went B P SEsRUY -~

BEEEDREEDT vV SADN
BEICDWTBNALED,
B $:68138 ()

sight-seeing. Then we went to the onsen. It was so relax- MTWANVTT 12

ing. After, I met & i%-san's family, and we had dinner ®ii=

together. We had a nabe! It was delicious. At &&-san's SEDOEHHBEICDONTEE[TLT

house, I slept on a futon! It was the first time I had slept SZELSUEY., Fe. BEnRICIE

on a futon! It was so comfortable! The next day we went spIEs s L CUVED,

o skiing. The weather was sunny and the snow conditions = -

VA _é/" 7 j_'? 72 20) were perfect. We had a great time! That night, &i&-san, HEI% % : %2\ 2(:?:2 5< é%\,;))
BFE 5RE) D'OE8D  her friends and I made okonomiyaki together! It was the SIS (TRGEHD)
BRSADRICIN—LRT A first time I had okonomiyaki! It was delicious! The next = B %6‘;’(5 (JUR ‘gﬁﬂf%RﬁD
UCROREOSE SN TR morning, we went to zazen meditation. I really enjoyed 7 ' HEESES) m
FU, the experience. I am so happy that I met &f%-san and got 7oA

to experience a homestay with her and her family! BT, RFBEVNEDEDDA.

Sophic Behr SITBML AL,
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