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UMEX spreads New Year holiday
cheer with IU]J students

IU]J students laughed, chatted and
gamely danced with UMEX members
during the latter's new year party held
last January 24 at Musodo, Urasa, Mi-
nami-Uonuma City. -
The students, along with some elders, witnessed a cultural show organized by
UMEX featuring Japanese traditional dances and music. The activity is part of
UMEX efforts to bring foreign students and the local people together to celebrate
and understand different cultures.

On the buffet table was a fusion of traditional cuisines, which
the participants brought for everyone to share. Everyone
danced "Bon Odori", and some students rendered traditional
B & 3 songs to the delight of the UMEX members and friends.
. Warm smiles and holiday greetings capped the party, with
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On Saturday, 20th February 2010, around 100 of students of International University
of Japan got a chance to participate for a wonderful festival, which is the Japan's 2nd
biggest snow festival, "Tookamachi yuki matsuri". We, the participants, had a very
nice and productive time on that day. We are grateful and really appreciate UMEX's
hard work and effort on organizing a wonderful trip.

The snow carvings of animals and cartoon characters which were placed on the
streets in the city amazed us. The warm tea and coffee offered by the citizens helped :
to make ourselves warm on that cold weather. As we walked in the city, we got a EEN-ZNVDRT =Y
chance to interact with citizens and children that gave us a chance to practice our
Japanese and also to make new friends. The stage carved in a shape of "Toki" bird
was wonderful. Gorgeous Tookamachi Kimono demonstrations, musical perform-
ances by singers and dancers made the white ice stage colorful. The entire celebration
which last for one hour ended with beautiful fireworks. At the end of the day, even
though we were tired, we were so happy that we got a fun experience in "yukiguni"
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My name is Jordan Hildebrand and
I am an exchange student from Can-
ada for 3 months. On March 6 and
7, 1 had the opportunity to experi-
ence a traditional Japanese home-
stay with 4 other students in Echigo
-Yuzawa at the home of Hideo-san
and Yoshiko-san. It was a truly in-
credible experience in which our
hosts were so kind and provided
such generous hospitality to me and
the other IU]J students. We had the
opportunity to have conversations
and sing songs together, visit the
local snow festival in Echigo-
Yuzawa, experience Japanese onsen
and eat delicious food prepared by
Yoshiko-san. The homestay was
overall a great experience and one
that I will remember forever.
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I was a little nervous when I first met Nakazawa-san, and I could not say
anything in English or Japanese. However Nakazawa-san used a simple
introduction I could understand and I soon got my confidence back.
Gradually, I got used to speaking in Japanese again. Since then Nakazawa-
san and I have had many conversations. Now we talk various things like
baby sea turtles, Harry Potter, Japanese puns, and television programs.
When I can’t explain something correctly Nakazawa-san always smiles
and patiently tells me the correct way. I always, always look forward to
the days when we can have our conversations.

Louis Consoletti
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