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My name is Jordan Hildebrand and I am an exchange student from Canada studying at
IUJ for 3 months. Over my time at IUJ, I have had the opportunity to participate in several
UMEX events. Recently, on March 20, I had the opportunity to participate in the UMEX
sushi-making event at IU]. It was a very fun event in which several IU] students had the
opportunity to experience traditional Japanese sushi-making and interact with different
Japanese people from the local community.

The event was a very 'hands-on' experience, in the sense that the students were able to
actually make the sushi themselves, of course with the help and guidance of the Japanese
UMEX members. The UMEX members kindly provided all of the food and necessary in-
gredients, and then the students and UMEX members were able to make different kinds of
sushi using different ingredients, including tuna, crab, lettuce, cucumber and nuts.
Afterwards, everyone ate the sushi together and had conversations. It was truly a great
cultural experience and a wonderful opportunity for IU]J students and Japanese people
from around the local community to meet and interact by making and eating sushi."

V3-8
Jordan Hildebrand (NFSHEESDHB M)
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The warmer weather has finally come to Mi-
namiuonuma. We have been waiting for the warm
days for a long time. With the warmer weather
comes fun outside. So, on May 9, there was the Gar-
den Party organized by UMEX at IUJ BBQ area.
It was a great opportunity to meet UMEX members
and IU]J students and their families. Japanese peo-
ple shared their cooking skills with the international
community of IUJ. Delicious food like vegetable and
mountain plant tempura, udon, soba was set on the

tables. It was interesting to cook together. Times 5898 (B) [CBEEHIERSTEED
flew during chatting with people from different H=FY)—F 1« —&E=FLE, SO
. countries. People talked a lot and practiced their BREEFILEZEESDORILA Y FEAICS
g Japanese and English languages. HTEEZEURE,

' \ Sun, fun, smiley faces and delicious food created -

great atmosphere during all party.

The Garden Party was started by paying respect to one of a UMEX member who passed away
recently. In spite of being ill and staying at a hospital, Mrs. Natsuko Suzuki was full of enthusi-
asm to arrange the Garden Party. We were all astonished at her desire to make people happy.
Thanks UMEX for organizing that wonderful event in the open air and a warm welcome.

REKFZWGTIN? Bermet Omuralieva
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. ; Being a foreign student, one of the exciting and VEEZZEUIEFT (VDIIP)

enjoyable events is Kimono wearing. SAICTFBoADEFNEENDE
Before I came to Japan, I had the desire to try BHboFELE, (ODH5IEA64

- Kimono once in Japan. Actually, it is hard to E3FR) B L
get that chance during my first year in Japan.
Even I went home-stay, I tried Yukata not Ki- Dear Sakurai San and family:

mono. When I went to Tokamachi, the town
which is very famous for Kimono, I searched
the place that hires the kimono for a while. Un-
fortunately, I could not find the shop. Isaw

Happy Khmer New Year from Cam-
bodia
I'have a good news to share with

S YV DBRENSENEETHE _
WEDRREZERITIT, 38248 0K I many beautiful girls who wore precious Ki- you that my baby boy, Kewin, was

born yesterday, Tuesday April 13 at
4:05PM. He is 3.1 Kg. Both So-
kunthea and the son are healthy and
fine. He is still in the Year of Ox, as
he was born one day before the
Khmer New Year's Day.

RRCETESNE UL, mono. In my mind, I think that Japanese girls
become more beautiful with elegant style when
they wear their traditional dress, Kimono.
I enjoyed first experience of wearing Kimono at Shichi-Go-San event in IU]. Although it was
for kids and family, I and my friends applied to wear. We took many photos and we were
happy. At the same time, I want to share that feeling to other Myanmar friends.
During March first week, we talked about the Kimono and some of
my friends wanted to try it before they go back to Myanmar at the
end of March. At that time, there were 21 students, and two families
in IUJ Myanmar society. On behalf of Myanmar students I sent the
request letter to UMEX coordinator. Luckily, we got the chance to
wear on March 24. Five men and thirteen women enjoyed the event
happily. This time, I wore the beautiful designed Kimono. I cooked
Myanmar food (Kyar Zan Kyaw and Kyauk Kyaw) for UMEX mem-
bers.

Pisith and Sokunthea

Finally, I would like to express my thanks to UMEX, especially Mori-
yama san (UMEX coordinator), Takahashi san, Sato san, Sekiya san,
Bandai san and Susa san. HDDBED TSNFUE !

ZRIT 1 VETY,
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Natsuko-san was my student in English. She was a very hard
working student. Even if it was difficult, she tried her best to
express herself in English. No doubt this was driven by her
desire to communicate with us IU]J students. As the coordina-
tor for UMEX's English language program, she and I worked
closely together to find English teachers among IUJ students
to teach UMEX members also wanting to learn to communi-
cate better with IUJ students.

Natsuko-san was very hard working and generous of her
time. As an active UMEX member, she took time out to help
organize many activities for us students. Even if she was very
busy with her work in the elderly home, she always found
time for us students. In fact, even when she was in the hospi-
tal, sick and weak, she still worried about the students she
had to teach Japanese to and the activities she was in charge
of organizing for the students.

Natsuko-san was not only my student. She was a good friend
and almost like a mother to me. I have lost another mother.
Nonetheless, the thought that she is now at a much better
place with our creator gives me comfort. Farewell my stu-
dent, second mother and friend. Until we meet again.

Alar Michael Frank Albarado
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I have been one of the lucky few that have been given an
opportunity to have a UMEX tutor. I started last Fall Term
(July) with Natsuko Suzuki. We had an internal arrange-
ment: she was my tutor in Nihongo and I was her tutor in
Eigo. I did not expect much from this arrangement since I
knew that it was just temporary.

My fondest memory of her was when she invited me to her
house. She prepared a simple yet sumptuous dinner: fish,
vegetables and stir-fried rice. Our dessert was my favorite
kaki. Iate till my heart’s content. We talked about a lot of
things from my student life in IUJ and my life back home. I
opened stories of my life and my family while she let me
have a peak of her family life. The dinner was simple and
delicious but the talks were special and meaningful as we
try to close the gap of our language barrier; me in my bro-
ken Nihongo and she in her best English.

We made other plans together like another dinner together
with me cooking for her Filipino dishes, and possible trip
in the Philippines. Her sudden death left me with much
grief as I felt I was not able to express to her how much she
means to me. Her boisterous laughter that makes her eyes
disappears, her energy towards life and work, and her abil-
ity to make you feel important and good about yourself.
Thank you Natsuko-san... for not just being my Nihongo
tutor but a dear friend. My sweet summer I will forever
hold in my heart...

Jean R. Centeno
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Thank you very much for informing me of the sad news. 1
really appreciate that during this moment, you still remember
to keep me in the loop!
It was a shocking news to hear, and I read through your mail
with a heavy heart. AsIread, I recalled Natsuko-san's smile
and her voice calling me "Tai-san"... it must be really shocking
to you and all our friends, I guess.
She is joyous, akarui... and very helpful. I remembered she is
one of my friends who have been sharing a lot of good mo-
ments in Yamato-machi. When a few of you came to Singa-
pore & Malaysia, she and you brought me a lot of Japanese
food - mochi, koshi hikari rice, kikkoman sho-yu, then we
wore Yukata to walk in Singapore... those are good memories!
Yes, we will pray that she will rest peacefully.
Pls convey my deepest condolence to her family.
Thank you for informing '
me. All of us should be
more careful with our
health.
Otagai ki-o-tsukete ku-
dasai...

Tai, Siew Bee

I am very sad to hear that Suzuki San is no more.
Suzukisan was like a sister to me when I was all
alone in IU]J. My family enjoyed her company.
Memoried of her is flashing back and I am finding it
very difficult to accept this bitter truth. She was a
golden hearted person. Me and my family will pray
from the core of our heart so
that her soul can rest in peace.
Aruna
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