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On June 15, Tuesday, at 6:30pm at the CNP, IN=FT « —EHEXLL, SFT
UMEX held a party in honor of graduating IUJ Bo<IDFEZTFOERATL
students. For us graduating students, it was NIEZEDY 1 DSANDSRED
not only a great way to relax and celebrate the Xy —YeFETRESE UL,
past six terms at IU]J but also to look back at all
the memories and moments shared with UMEX
3 members. There were food from different
countries as some students wanted to say
thanks to UMEX through a showcase of their
i delicious cuisine. The CNP was also filled with 4
4 laughter and tears as some students shared
their thoughts about how UMEX had helped
them improve their Japanese and get to know
Japan and its culture more intimately. Before dining together, UMEX President Mr. Kubota
gave a speech honoring the graduating students. He also paid tribute to the late Natsuko
Suzuki who, before passing away early this Spring, made sure even in her death bed that the
party would be well organized. Mr. Kubota also assured the students of UMEX's continuing
prayers for their success. In closing, and to the surprise of UMEX members, the students on
their part put together some of their photos that captured the moments they shared with
some UMEX members and made a video to say thanks to UMEX. The night ended with
smiles on everyones face as another school year ended for both students and UMEX mem-
bers. Nonetheless, there were greetings of "mata au hi made" as well.

Michael Alar (Mike)
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Sharing my feeling about Jonai Junior High
School International Cultural Exchange event

Even though I have already graduated from IU]J in
June, 2010, I could not forget the sweetest memo-
ries in my life in my lovely IUJ. If you ask me what 3
the most unforgettable one is the balance between | 7 S ‘
the studying life and social life. My social life is the 4fESAET VA (EDH54EB)
combination of interacting with IU]J friends, Japanese communities in Urasa, who build our
family there. For instance, I absolutely felt a bit excited for my first time in Jonai High School
International Culture Exchange event on June, 23, 2010, 2 days before my graduation.

I am surprised by the warmest emotion from the Jonai School's teachers, staffs, especially Jonai
pupils. When I just entered the school, we immediately received the welcome slogan from
Jonai School in the notice board for IUJ’s students. It made me feel that our activities are
highly-expected and more meaningful. After a short discussion with a Jonai teacher, we en-
tered the big room where all Jonai pupils were exciting and waiting for our appearance. When
I'looked at their radiant faces with the fresh smiles, I felt I was returned in my high school era.
We introduced briefly ourselves and divided into six groups for individual session.

Now it is the time for me to introduce my country to Japanese pupils and connect the theory
lessons in geography, history with the practical knowledge that I witnessed for more than 22
years in my life in Vietnam. At the first session, I had a chance to interact with 8 Jonai pupils
and they are so nice but felt embarrassed to speak. I had to encourage them by suggesting the
questions and asked individual’s answer. After a little time, they were familiar with me and
started to raise their hand to ask me to explain more topics such as Vietnamese geography,
Vietnam-Japanese currencies, and Vietnamese traditional clothes and how it changes to fit
with the modern style now, especially the high school life’s difference between Vietnamese’
and Japanese’s pupils. Japanese pupils started to express their intelligence and knowledge
aspiration to me. I felt exciting and forgot the time flow until my next group entered. I said
goodbye with my first group and fortunately, I prepared some Vietnamese sightseeing and
life’s pictures to present to them. They are very interested in those pictures. Then, my second
groups are more active due to their familiarities with our activities in the first session. There-
fore, I immediately received a lot of curious questions about the famous things in Vietnam. For
instance, one pupil asked me to teach them how to make the spring roll, which is one of the
most Vietnamese best and popular foods in the world. I could succeed to describe it by the
help of Takahashi san for expressing the Japanese name of the ingredients. It was quite diffi-
cult for me but it is very interesting because I like cooking so much and introducing it to Japa-
nese pupils is my proud. Time flied so fast and we have to say goodbye with our pupils who
are lovely and studying-motivated ones. My last message to them is “Keep their dream, study
hard and make it come true” because I thought their fresh mind and creation will make the
new change for our world.

Il'?%ﬂ% il

* I still remembered pupils’ missing when we had to

| say goodbye to them although we had just known
each other several hours. I really had the memorable
time with my group friends such as Mar san
(Myanmar), Louis san (US), Tanaka san (Thailand),
Sopheap san (Cambodia), Hong san (China) and the
enthusiastic support from Kazuko Takahashi san and
Jonai teachers. I would like to thanks UMEX’s mem-
bers for its special social activities that help to im-
prove the understanding of the cultures among
countries in Asia. (Nguyen Phuong)
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