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Konnichiwa, mina sama ogenkidesuka? I am pretty fine in Cambodia though I have started a
worker's life-not an IUJ student life anymore. It has been about 2 years since I left Japan. I miss
IUJ, miss Spring, miss Japan and her wonderful people in general and of course I miss my
wonderful times with UMEX so much. Congratulations for the 10th Anniversary!!! I wish I
could join all of you on the day.

I keep all the wonderful memories in my mind. You know, I am still contacting my tutor
whom I know from UMEX by email and phone and by Skype. and we are still very nice to
each other. I called her my Okaasan. Her name is FUKANO Eiko. I hope everyone is doing
fine there and thanks for letting me know all of you, wonderful people.

Sokunthea Pheng (Kitty)
VOUT 4 PSh (BM: F7 1) AYRIPEE, 200952

It is my great pleasure to be invited by the UMEX again to share a message for the anniver-
sary. I believe everyone who come to IUJ has and will bring back their great memory at IU],
the place where the world gather without traveling.

As an international student from Cambodia, I found the cultural exchange association UMEX
was very helpful. I remember my first day arriving IUJ where no other foreign students had
arrived yet, it was UMEX member, Sakurai San, came to talk with me when I cross SD3-UMEX
office. I feel very warm welcomed by his family who invited me to have dinner at his home
under sky coverage that full of fire-walk view. It made me feel like home!

There have been many cultural program and field trip such as Tea Ceremony, Yukata Dress-
ing, local festival, harvesting, home stay program, camping, Japanese language teaching,
Cherry Blossom, for example, where we can explore more about Japanese culture and social
life.

I would like to say thank to UMEX for setting up many cultural exchange activities to increase
people’s awareness of different culture. The more share and understand one another histori-
cal, social, cultural perspective, the more we are able to bridge the gap of misunderstanding
and build a better and more tolerant global society, not just from an Asian perspective,

but from global perspective.

With short message, I think it is not enough for me to describe how UMEX have contributed to
our life at IU]J. Thus, what I can conclude is to encourage all of you to leave yourself out the
comfort zone and begin your journey to explore with UMEX activities.
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First of all, every member was introduced
with each other in different but interesting
manner. Then one of the UMEX member
started to narrate a story in front of the
kids by showing some pictures. After the
story, all the children sat together in the
table and started to decorate the bamboo
with colored paper. They used scissor,
knife and tape to decorate the bamboo.
Kanae Takanami, Hiroyuki Fukushima
and other UMEX members helped them to
do so. All the children wrote some good
wishes in the paper, as per the tradition of
this Tanabata Festival. Then all the kids
enjoyed their time by playing two games.
Last of all, all the participants joined the
snack program. Most of the families pre-
pared some food by themselves and shared
it with others. UMEX also arranged a lot of
drinks and food for the program.

This was a very interesting program for the
kids because they learned the technique of
decorating a bamboo with the colored pa-
pers and most interesting thing was to
write some good wishes for them. They
enjoyed the game and shared their foods.
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