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Good afternoon everyone. Thank you for inviting me as UMEX member and giving a chance to
introduce our volunteer activities. My name is Sumie Nakajima. I'm very glad to see you.

First, I'd like to tell you my experiences in UMEX. I joined UMEX for purpose of learning English
conversation and doing volunteer activities for IUJ students 10 years ago. Then I took part in Eng-
lish class by UMEX. My second class in this year was very hard. We could not speak Japanese in
class. It was my first experience only English but very interesting for me. I have felt "There is no
royal road to learning English" indeed. So I become learning hard English now. My English will
improve with IUJ students. I have many chances to talk with foreigners. I can learn English con-
versation with IUJ students. I am grateful very much. Finally, it enabled making many friends in
IUJ. We, UMEX will arrange language program for you. Please learn Japanese with us and please
teach English to us. Let's learn each other. And we will plan various programs to keep Japanese
cultures. For example, Tea ceremony, wearing KIMONO, visiting sightseeing place and so on.

Please join us and let's enjoy UMEX activities during you stay in MINAMI UONUMA. I want to
take part in many activities with you as much as possible. We, all of UMEX members are looking
forward you to joining our program. We open UMEX salon from 1 to 3 p.m. every Saturday. Let's
discuss at UMEX salon, I hope. Thank you very much for your attention.
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XA () EFIVYZSABRTF (B) UMEX Japanese language program is very effective to me and I improved Japanese lan-
guage a lot by attending it. Now I can visit anywhere in the country with the confident of
my Japanese language ability. In fact I am very comfortable to talk to my neighbors in
URASA and understand a little what they are telling. Also I am studying Kanji which is
very useful. I need to improve myself further through this program. (Tharshinie)
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& Mt. HAKKAISAN trip by Wernon Perera (Sri Lanka)

Hiking gives different impression to different people de-
pending on where they come from. I come from Sri Lanka
where we have many mountains in the middle part of the
& country. Some friends of our hiking group may have come from coastal regions of their countries without
= having mountain hiking experience. They may have completely different feeling as our hiking may have
5y E,‘ﬁﬁ’@ﬁ <y, given them first such encounter. Even though I have some experiences in mountain climbing I was de-

lighted to hear the news of climbing to HAKKAISAN as it would give rich experience in
Japan. I vividly remember the day when we got the message from UMEX about the trip.
We, about 20 Sri Lankans were contemplating about the trip at the beginning as we never
had any hiking experience in Japan. However, almost all Sri Lankans at IU] eagerly joined
the trip organized by UMEX. Certainly we had a perfect day there.

Before the departure, some of us were busy preparing food, drinks, clothes and shoes. We
all gathered at the main gate of IU]J at 7:45 morning (on 08 October 2011) and received clear
instruction on safely etc. Even though it was going to rain there were more than 40 people
who enthusiastically joined the hiking. Climbing to a top of a mountain with more than
1700 meters height is not an easy task for many of us. Because of our determination, we
managed to climb up to the peak and felt the sense of greatness. It was indeed a great feel-
ing.

The journey up to the top was full of sweet memories. We could see full of sharing, caring,
and greetings. I was impressed and encouraged by the presence of many IUJ fellow stu-
dents, people from Tokyo and the different regions of Japan even though weather was not
so pleasant on the day. It was also inspiring to observe many senior Japanese citizens
climbing without any inconvenience. They were simply smarter than many of us. They
even did not forget to greet us. This reminds me of my trips to “Sri Pada”, a holly mountain
Sri Lanka that all most all Sri Lankans climb. Going up by the cable car, taking photos of
beautiful sceneries, observing changing colors of autumn leave, eating together at the top
and going to hot spring on our way back are some of my excellent memories which I will
never forget in my life.

Finally on behalf of our IU]J students who participated in the event and on behalf of all Sri
Lankan fellow students, I would like take this opportunity to thank "UMEX" for organizing
this wonderful trip. Moriyama-san and Kubota-san were close companion to us taking all
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the responsibilities throughout the journey. I am very thankful to all of you who joined the BN 2USYNF—A
trip and look forward for such an excellent opportunity again in the near future. (,737 —7‘)% AEEEON Y/ E
ECVNDADBREICNET,)
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Wearing kimono is an art. I can assure this after the experience of wearing the garment for the
very first time. The fact that many Japanese people wear kimono only on special occasions
like their wedding or graduation ceremony makes the experience of wearing kimono memo-
rable, and in my case, the experience was even more special since I could do it together with
my family. Every detail of the garment is conceived and designed to fit perfectly as a whole.
Moreover, the process of dressing it, as well as folding and storing it, require patience and
precision, just like in a very important rite. These are the details which make wearing kimono
an art and important part of Japanese culture. I thank UMEX for organizing this unforgettable
experience and I recommend other students to try this unique experience. (Francisco)

MUEPEEDOT SV Y ZISARTF



& N
. 2011510« 118

10

e
11 12 13 16 17
20 21 22 23 24
27 28 29 30 31
1/1 2 3 4 5 6 7

_ DB BRRGEDOH DS EIME R
KA EERNT I —T —hkhk  @Bo<TTOTHENCERSS D> TN IERLHRO—SE52 |

=8No. 423 KRB (VY RBE) SA
D1 would like to travel Australia.

@1 hope to speak Japanese well as soon as possible.
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@ Ilike to travel and listen to music.
I can cook Korean food well.

@1 want to learn Japanese and be able to talk better
with Japanese people.

©Japan ?

©®1am glad to know and join UMEX's program. To VY ZbESAlL. BEAZOSEEDHEETT.
have UMEX in U] community is a wonderful
thing for me as a foreigner. Thank you very much
for all the UMEX's activities and efforts.
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