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It is 12 o'clock on little cloudy day. The
weather is good and we are all surrounded |
by beautiful mountains. I am in front of
pork station helping my new friends grill-
ing it. At the same time UMEX team is per- '
forming an exciting drum show. I think this | iV
is really an enjoyable event. Moreover, the
food tastes great. This BBQ party is not on-
ly a great chance for IU]J students to meet R ; - : A
people in UONUMA but also a great og228 (B) ICEEBARKZED/N\—AX
chance for IUJ students to know each other. 21—t ~F THALED/ N —F « — =5
Last but not least, I almost believe that TFHUE, SORY1TEHEOHALEDT
here, UONUMA city, is the hometown of ~ FTAICRBSFE TIREH LI,

SADAKO (famous female ghost in the Jap-

anese movie). Quite scary but loves to prove. All in all, thank you UMEX for holding
a lovely welcome BBQ party for new students on last Sunday (September 22, 2013). I
cannot wait to join on coming activities set up by UMEX.

Katesuda
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In Japan, fireworks festivals are usually held during summers and the annual
Nagaoka Fireworks Festival is back once again!

It is part of a 3 day city-wide festival that will take place on 1st, 2nd, and 3rd
August with the main fireworks scheduled for 2nd and 3rd. There are other

| festival events ongoing but the fireworks alone are worth the trip. If you're
worried that you do not have enough food and drinks, fret not! There will be
plenty of makeshift food & beverages to serve your needs! It is very crowded,
so it would be a good idea to get there earlier. (*hint*)

. _ . | e Accompanied by my friend Yernar from Kazakhstan, we took the first local
W/ =
b78——}§ ZAE]@ I(Et%; \J(;J%E_?Lbﬁ*%x@ﬁ;‘ijmg_g train in Urasa to Nagaoka and met up with Noriko-san, one of the UMEX
Ago/u(?_ RESUCESS U members at 7.30am. We took a ride to Gate 105 and were astounded by the
queue that was already there before us! We started to queue up with another UMEX member, Hiroshi-san, who was
there since 5am in the morning!

The remaining IU] members came in the afternoon and joined us in the queue around 1.30pm and we were able to grab
an awesome spot to watch the fireworks.

The fireworks started at 7.30pm and our breaths were taken away by the beauty and magnificent display they had. Each
firework is using funds donated by private citizens and companies, and they put a lot of feelings into a firework. So,
that is not only beautiful, but also impressive.

The best firework was definitely on shot number 20, Phoenix. Accompanied with the music, the fireworks “danced”
together with the melody, and amazed us with a breathtaking sight that no words could describe how I felt then on this
2.8km long scenic display.

To sum up, this event took away my precious sleeping time, but it was well worth it, after watching the best fireworks
ever, up close and personal. I would definitely recommend this to everyone not to miss out on this awesome mega
event!

Wang Hanxing Jerome
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Thank you so much Takahashi san
for organizing for us so interesting
and wonderful trip to Kashiwazaki

' Itis very exciting place. When we
~ arrived at the beach it seemed that
we had come to our native lake Is-
~ syk-Kul, where we went every year
" in our country. The hot sand, the air
all reminded us about Issyk-Kul.
But the water was extremely salty and so it is very warm that very pleased
my children and parents. Luckily, we were very fortunate that our parents
were also able to join us. Parents also loved Kashiwazaki beach, and about the
water daddy said jokingly: "We like the fish in a hot pan", because the water
was really very warm. We swam almost whole day.

Also there was one more interesting game for us. How to smash a watermel-
on, it was very unusual, interesting and funny for us to smash a watermelon
with a stick and closed eyes. We had a lot of fun.

We met a lot of people, and took a lot of nice pictures. It was a memorable
day. We came back very tired but very very very happy. Our parents, chil-
dren and we thank you for so good memory about Japan, and about such
nice people as you.

Suiuntbek, Gulzina
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TEL/FAX: 025-779-1520
E-Mail: office@umex.ne.jp
URL: http://www.umex.ne.jin/
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