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Bus tour to Matsumoto

Before I came to Japan, I was really curious about the castles in Japan and do hope to have
chance to see one. Japan is famous for castles. It's great that I had chance to go on the trip with
Umex to Matsumoto castle. Matsumoto is located in Matsumoto city, a very nice, clean and
peaceful one.
On the way to the castle, there are a lot of houses with Western and Japanese combined architec-
ture. The Matsumoto castle looking from outside is really magnificent. It is surrounded by water
moat. Matsumoto is unique from other castles in Japan because it is built on a plain, not on
hilltops or amid rivers.
:}\gute}r:iﬁomi through the main entrance, I was really fascinated by a Io.t of r.ed and yellow trees, BHEDT —TE A () [CE

gs that I never see in my country. Although Matsumoto castle is built about 5 centuries BEESECESE LR,
ago, it is kept and retained in a very good condition.
Going though floor by floor, I knew about the purpose of each floor. There are floor to keep food, floor for the soldiers, floor for the
commander and also a hidden floor that can not be seen from outside. Nearly all old weapons and things were kept thanks to the
help of one local couples.
From the top floor of the castle, the views to the 4 directions East, West, South and North were really impressive. The red and yellow
trees are like the very big carpets. The city outside is exciting and livable.
I was told that long time ago, the castle was on the verge of being damaged because of impractical existence but the local people tried
a lot to keep them until today. I highly appreciate the wills to keep the tradition and cultural values of the Japanese people.
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