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It has been one year my staying in japan
with my family. We had many remarkable
memories throughout this period while
completing my master’s degree studies in
IUJ. The exposure to Japanese culture and
traditions makes my Japan life more inter-
esting and enjoyable one.

There are so many events organized and
guided by UMEX to have multicultural
interaction and enhance the understanding
of Japan. The Japanese class held in Urasa
community hall is a good opportunity for
my wife, Thushani not only to learn Japa-
nese but also interact with many local Japa-
nese people. She was invited to participate
the dance parade in Summer festival (Min-
yo nagashi ) on July 19th 2014. I was really
happy to see my wife wearing a colorful
traditional Japanese Yukata and dancing
with Tenno-machi people with full of joy on
that day. After the dance parade, we all
enjoyed chatting with our Japanese neigh-
bors while tasting different kinds of Japa-
nese foods and drinks at the party. Simply,
it was an unforgettable day in my Japan life
so far.
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Participating in the festive event, little did I expect to see. However, I seeing the fire-
works myself left me spellbound as they came in forms and shapes amazingly. What I
witnessed at Nagaoka was unique and enjoyable as I sat tirelessly for more than three
hours sat to record all that seemed challenged by new and more beautiful ones that
appeared each time in their astonishing designs, styles and splendor as they rocketed
and projected into the skies.

The experience was unique to me. I had seen one or two fireworks on numerous occa-
sions but the volume and sizes of what I saw at Nagaoka Fireworks Festival leave
lasting memory of the event, it was one of a kind.

A brief history shared at the beginning of the festival indicated, that Fireworks Festi-
val in Japan is held as a symbol of peace achieved after the World War II. The one that
annually takes place in Nagaoka Prefecture was about the world’s largest fireworks.
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This year, 2014, the firework was under the auspices SHEE, YYFVUIT/IN—FT 1 —EEELZET,
of Mayor Billy Kenoi, the Mayor of Hawaii, USA.
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kindness enabled me to witness the memorable event _ — .
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