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By definition, any kind of dresses worn by Japanese should be known as Kimono. But recent times the

dresses from Heian period are known as kimono. So now kimono has become very traditional and formal wear Ing Klmono
dress. ?

I am from Bangladesh, a small south-Asian country. In Bangladesh also, the Heian period dresses are
known as kimono. Before coming to Japan, I used to think that Japanese people wear kimono as their regu-
lar clothes. Though now I know the real fact. Even I saw some Japanese to be excited and to take photos of
people wearing kimono. From their excitement, I realized that wearing kimono means there must be special w
occasion to wear kimono. ;
One of the most attracted things to do in japan for foreigner is wearing kimono. And am very much grate-
ful to UMEX for giving me this opportunity. I noticed that during Sakura season, many people wear kimo-
no. Although I don’t know the reason behind it. Luckily During the full bloom of Sakura in Kyoto, I was
present in there with my husband. I really enjoyed to watch many young girls wearing kimono walking
and sometimes even some couples wearing kimono were walking on the roads. I had many photos with
them. But that time I thought it is very difficult to walk wearing kimono and before that I heard, wearing
kimono is very tough. Many modern Japanese woman cannot wear kimono by themselves or they do not
know how to wear it. Another things I want to add here that before coming to Japan, I wasn't aware of the = : :
price of a kimono. However am so lucky that we have UMEX volunteer group in IUJ. I and my husband were very exc1ted about kimono. The day I
wore kimono, three UMEX member helped me to wear kimono. I didn’t realize it has so many parts until I wore it. Moreover being a very fortunate, I
got my favorite red color kimono. It was extraordinarily beautiful. Before wearing the kimono the UMEX members asked me if am carrying a baby
because kimono belt must be very tight and it is kind of a breath taking for an expecting mother. However, though I was not bearing child that mo-
ment but to be honest I got scared. Later when I go for a walk near IUJ I felt very comfortable. But on the other hand, we were not lucky enough to
have sakura in IUJ campus. So we went to the nearest park where we found some flowers and took many photos.

We had only one hour to experience wearing kimono but I wanted to wear it longer because of its comforting material. Before wearing Kimono, I
didn’t know that I'll be cherishing the memory so fondly. However, without any hesitation I can certainly say that wearing kimono was one of the best
experience I had in my short living in Japan. I will be always thankful to UMEX for giving me that sweet memory. It is a great initiative by UMEX to
provide kimono to IUJ students without excessive rent fare.

Sajana Ahmed (Bangladesh)
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