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" ' Bishamon’ temple was very simple and beautiful,
capturing the essence of the Japanese spirit. After
walking through the magnificently carved wooden gate
and passing the temple’s “guardian” statues, we went
to purify our hands and mouths before entering the
temple, itself. Inside the temple, we were allowed to
pray for good fortune by giving a gift, ringing the
temple’s gong, and bowing slightly while asking for a
favor from the kami-sama. ..”

PERITB(AVE) OIN=A_AFa2—+ )\=F+1 + UR-F
"At the beginning, the UMEX president explained to
participating students about importance of this party
for the UMEX in general and for the Japanese society
as a whole. He said that the Japanese people saw any
welcome event as a lifetime opportunity. Hence, it is
very important for UMEX members to welcome new
students.

Most of the students actively participated in the
preparation of the party especially in the making of
“onigiri” the rice ball. Students also enjoyed baking and
eating piece of beef, pork, chicken, and vegetables
together with onegiri.

Normally in Japan people end the event by raising three
times their hands in the sky and saying “banzai”
simultaneously. At the end, one of the UMEX members
explained this to students. Everybody happily took
part in this tradition and ended the party with
enthusiasm.

This party gave an excellent opportunity for local
people to mix with IUJ community. New students were
also able get a small glimpse of the Japanese culture and
traditions.”
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| really appreciated all UMEX members and all members
of Niigata Association of Wheel Chaired. All of you did
great job. | am not good in Japanese, so | cannot explain
about my country well. However, | think | could give
some pleasure to disable persons. This kind of
associations and event are need for all aged people. |
wish every country has like this kind of associations and
all of the aged people can enjoy their life peacefully.
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My heartfelt thanks to UMEX and all its members, both from the
local community and the students, who participate in this
wonderful and important program.

As | look back at my life in IUJ | find myself indebted to UMEX for
the meaningful orientation it gave me to the Japanese language,
culture, society and life.

| can only thank the UMEX teachers for their tireless efforts and
determination in teaching students (and their families, for those
that are with family) Nihongo.

| thank the local UMEX community for the many cultural activities,
trips and visits they willingly organize for students. At the same
time | wish to congratulate the organizers and founders of UMEX
who have done a remarkable job of laying the solid foundation on
which future students at IUJ will have the opportunity to have
first hand experience and knowledge of Japan, its culture and
those of other nationalities represented by students participating
in this Multicultural Exchange.

To those that may be visiting IUJ for the first time, | would not
hesitate to recommend to you, and encourage you to visit the
UMEX salon and see for yourselves, firsthand, the real Japan and
multicultural society within IUJ. There is no better place to have a
meaningful cultural exchange in Yamato - machi and its vicinity .
Chris CSN (IlUJ graduate, class of 2003)
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